
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

1/6/16 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   The Farm/541 Walnut Street: 
The Board received a request from Larry Silva of Silva Engineering Associates to continue the 

public hearing for the above subdivision up through February 29, 2016.  Mr. Silva noted that 

revised plans are currently being developed to address the third round of comments from the 

Board of Health reviewing agent.  He also noted that the Conservation Commission has 

requested specific changes to provide an overflow connection from the isolated wetland, an 

alternative design for the level spreader outlet of the drainage basin and the addition of 

conservation easements to several parcels.   

 

A Motion (HA) was made to continue the public hearing for The Farm until February 29, 2016 

as requested by Silva Engineering and T. D. Development.  Second (AK).  Vote: Unanimous. 

 

2.   Pearl Road:   
As "The Farm" subdivision public hearing has been continued until February 29, 2016, the 

review of the as-built plans for the Pearl Road subdivision will also be continued until the next 

appearance by Larry Silva.  It was noted that the required easement documents have not been 

submitted as yet. The plans remain on file.   

 

3.   Pleasant Street Map 65, Lot 007: 

The Board received a request from the Zoning Board of Appeals to review a special permit/site 

plan application for Brian McLaughlin/Eagle Advertising at the above site, further described as 

Map 65, Lot 007.  The applicant wants to relocate the approved billboard to a location closer to 

Mass Highway Route 24 as shown on a new site plan.   

 

Mr. Anderson questioned whether proponents are allowed to move the billboard to the edge of 

the State property.  Mr. Hurley stated that he was familiar with this engineer and questioned 

where the distances were on the plan.  Mr. Anderson stated that proponents should have checked 

this out before they put it up to begin with.  He noted that this will be quite expensive to move it 

now.  Mr. Hurley noted that they were moving it to within seventy two (72) feet of the highway.  

Mr. Noyes questioned why they are going to be allowed to move this into the wetlands.   

 

Mr. Hurley stated that, while the column is shown, no “wing” dimensions are shown.  He noted 

that it appeared that only ten (10’) feet were shown, but that the sign is going to be approximately 

sixty (60’) feet wide.  Mr. Noyes noted that there is a walkway to get access to the sign, but it is  
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also in the wetlands.  Mr. Hurley noted that they would most likely “pad them” for easier access.  

Mr. Noyes also questioned the proposed “walking trail.”  Mr. Hurley suggested that it was most 

likely added just to appease the Conservation Commission.   

          

A Motion (HA) was made to send a letter to the Zoning Board of Appeals with the following 

concerns/issues: 

 

1. Proponents are moving the support column approximately two hundred (200’) feet 

nearer to and within seventy two (72’) feet of the State Highway. The overhang of the 

billboard itself is not shown. The offsets to the property lines need to be shown. 

 

2. The billboard may be as close as twenty (20’) feet to the neighboring property. If the 

billboard should topple, what is the fall zone, and will it fall on its own property or 

the abutting property? 

 

3. How high is the proposed billboard? 

 

4. What are the sign and wing dimensions? 

 

5. There is no surveyor’s stamp on the plans: how do they know where the property 

lines are? 

 

6. Not all of the plan copies are stamped by the engineer. 

 

Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous.          

 

4.   Bryant/South Streets: 

The Board received notice that Marion Gibson has filed a Notice of Intent to sell and convert a 

thirty thousand (30,000) square foot lot (Lot 3) for construction of a single family home.  It was 

noted that this is the second lot to be portioned out.  The Board of Selectmen had exercised their 

first right of refusal to purchase the first lot (Lot A) however it was voted down at the most 

recent Town Meeting.  It was also noted that the Planning Board had recommended that the 

Town not exercise its first right of refusal.  After a brief discussion the Board again agreed that 

the Town should not exercise its first right of refusal for this newly created lot. 

 

A Motion (GS) was made to send notice to the Board of Selectmen recommending that they do 

not exercise their first right of refusal.  Second (HA).  Vote: Unanimous.  
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5.   FY17 Budget: 
The Board briefly discussed the request for the FY17 Budget figures.  The Budget will be 

prepared for signatures and a vote at the next meeting.  The Board was in agreement that, except 

for the clerical line item, they expect that this level services budget will not change from last 

year.  It was also noted that the remaining money from last year’s budget was used for the 

clerical payroll due to an increase in hours worked. 

 

6.   Copier Ink: 

It was noted that the copy machine in the conference room is low on ink.  A brief discussion was 

held regarding who would pay to have the cartridge replaced.  The Board was in agreement that 

since this copier is available for use for all of the Committees that meet in the two (2) conference 

rooms, the replacement cartridge should be paid from the Town Hall budget.  An inquiry will be 

made to the Selectmen. 

 

7.   Ink Stamps: 
It was noted that the ink stamps used by the Board for the “date received” and subdivision/site 

plan “approvals” do not go beyond year 2015.  The Board agreed to replace the stamps, which 

should serve them well for the next five years. 

 

8.  Meadow Spring Drive: 
The Board noted that the deeds and conveyances for the roadway and easements for the above 

subdivision still have not been submitted, reviewed or approved for this subdivision. The last 

time the Board met with Mr. Donato he stated that his attorney, Ron Whitney, was preparing the  

deeds, conveyance documents, and roadway easements and would submit them as soon as they 

were done.  Mr. Hurley had noted that once all of the paperwork was in order, the Board would 

schedule a public hearing to release the surety. They would then forward the plans to the Board 

of Selectmen for street acceptance at the next town meeting; now sometime in 2016.  Mr. Donato 

had assured the Board that he would make sure that everything was submitted as soon as 

possible. It was noted for the record that the above documents have still not been submitted. 
          

9.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater Planning Board public hearing 1/4/16, re: site plan, 0 Elm Street. 

Bridgewater Planning Board public hearing 1/4/16, re: site plan, 100 Plymouth Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 1/19/15, re: special permit, 2041 South Street. 

Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 1/19/15, re: variance, 15 Maple Street. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 1/6/16, re: special permit, 258 East Street. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA public hearing 1/6/16, re: variance, Bedford and Spring Streets. 

Easton Planning/Zoning public hearing 1/19/16, re: special permit, "Webber Estates, Bay Road. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 1/26/16, re: special permit, 213 Bay Road. 

Easton ZBA public hearing 1/26/16, re: special permit, 56 Main Street. 
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Mail continued: 
Board of Assessor's minutes of 12/2/15. 

Briarwood Construction partial release of surety check for ten thousand ($10,000) dollars. 

Expense Control report of 12/29/15. 

Expense Ledger report of 12/29/15. 

Happy Holiday Greetings from Silva Engineering Associates. 

Happy Holiday Greetings from OCPC. 

Happy Holiday Greetings from School Superintendent, Patricia Oakley. 

2016 Wall calendar from Silva Engineering Associates. 

Treasurer/Collector memo, re: Postage. 

 

10.  A Motion (AK) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 1/5/16.    

       Second (HA).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

11.  The minutes of 12/16/15 were accepted and filed. 

  

12.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


